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. Resisting Invisibility: A Study of Kumud
i Pawade’s Antalsphot

Dr. Madhumita Basu

Assistant Professor in English
Victoria Institution (College), Kolkata

Dalit women have been subjected to decades of silence and invisibility.
Throughout history Dalit women have struggled against oppression
that have stereotyped their identities, scrutinized their character and
ultimately labelled their bodies inferior. They have suffered from both
gender and caste based violence. Systemic and unrelenting oppression
of Dalit women is seldom highlighted in mainstream dicourses. In
this paper I intend to study an autobiography written by a Dalit
woman, Kumud Pawade. Her autobiography, Antahsphot narrates
the relentless discrimination faced by Dalit women. Her narrative
reveals the intersection of patriarchies, gender ideologies and caste
and demonstrates how the Dalit woman is seen as a site where these
multiple structures perform their domination. This paper intend to
explore how this autobiography is a testimony of a Dalit woman’s
will power to fight all odds in order to gain education and liberation.

Antonio Gramsci first used the term “subaltern” in Prison Notebooks
(1929_1935) synonymous wilh ”sub'ordinate.”. I-Ioweve.r, in the South
Asian context, the subaltern stud}es c'ollechve redefined the term,
and Ranajit Guha argued:“The historiography of [...] the making
of the Indian nation and the development of the consciousness—

nation'\lism——which confirmed this process were exclusively or
c
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Chapter — 1

Broken Selves: Re-visiting Documentaries
on Partition

Dr. Madhumita Basu

Partiion remains a traumatic event within South Asian popular
imagination, reinforced by family and personal memories of violence,
exile, movement and resettlement. The refugee, uprooted from their
homeland, is muted by official history. Their agonizing narratives did
not belong to the Independence of the nation. The devastating memories
of the event were incompatible with the newly formed nation-state
celebrations. This paper attempts to explore a few documentaries based
on Partition memories. These documentaries capture the testimonies of
Partition victims and problematize the concept of home and identity. This
paper argues that the oral narratives of these documentaries disrupt the
homogenizing effects of dominant national historiography. The analytical
approach of this paper stems from the social studies of Urvashi Butalia
and Ranabir Sammadar.

Partition is an apocalyptic event which rendered a complete loss of
fixity and irrevocably fractured both individual and collective identity.
The historical discourses focus on the grand narrative of freedom and
independence from British colonialism and mark the beginning of a
sovereignnation, while the underlying narrative of trauma and oppression
is seldom talked about. The national narratives failed to explore issues
of territoriality, identity and citizenship and the psychological legacy
Partition. This cataclysmic event created new nation-states of India and
a spatially fragmented East and West Pakistan. The arbitrary division
was accompanied by an aggressive, communal nationalism, and forced
migrations. In her seminal work The Other Side of Silence: Voices from
the Partition of India, Urvashi Butalia points out a serious gap in the
historiography of Partiion and emphasizes the importance of oral
histories:

The oral narrative offers a different way of looking at history, a different
perspective. For, because such narratives often flow into each other in terms
of temporal time, they blur the somewhat rigid timeframes within which
history situates itself. Because people locate their memories by different

* Assistant Professor in English, Victoria Institution (College)
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Dr. Madhumita Basu?

~ Abstract

.~ Feminist critiques of the institution of family have unfolded disturbing
~ aspects of vulnerability and violence that seem part of everyday lives of women
-~ across time and space. The most painful devaluation of women is the physical
-~ and psychological violence the stalks them from cradle to grave. Within
" the context of violence against women, I have chosen to focus on domestic
violence because it is the most ubiquitous form of abuse for women, yet the
most covert. Day in and day out, it negates for women the basic human right
to life, liberty and security of person. In India, wife battering is a common
phenomenon. It cuts across religion, community and rural-urban divide. The
abused women are often projected as mentally ill or morally depraved. There is
also a tendency to exonerate male offenders. The silent acceptance of violence
by women undermines attempts to empower women and continue to be a
barrier to the achievement of demographic and socioeconomtic development
goals. This paper attempts to explore Shashi Deshpande’s novel, The Dark
Holds No Terror and Meena Kandasamy's novel, When 1 Hit You or A
Portrait of the Writer as a Young Wife. In these novels the narrator gives
painful details of the violence women faced in the hands of their husbands.
The texts graphically narrate the physical and mental tortures inflicted on
women. The women in these novels are also victims of marital rape. It 1s
ironic that the women in these narratives are educated yet they are victims

of domestic abuse. These painful personal accounts of trauma problematize
the position of women in Indian society. The accounts reflects the oppressive
structures in society that makes women vulnerable to gender-based familial
violence. Both texts unravel that violence against women has always been a
tool for exercising domination and appropriating control in different spheres

of life. In domestic sphere t00, violence becomes means for domination and

1 Agsistant Professor in English,
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Victoria College Institution, Kolkata, West
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Covid-19 Scourge:
Re-reading Albert Camus” The Plagy,

Dr. Mudhumlm i
sy

he Covid-19 crists has destabilized humaon existence, The m

raged indiseriminately killing thousands and unveijeg he fB Wy vy
our ramshackle heath systen, Initially, complacency ang Over ‘r. 8» Uy
made us feel that we can escape unscathed. The viryg has (g ) o
neoliberal capitalist paradigm leading Lo lravel bang, Widc“hr‘; Ttllph‘d th
and social-distancing. The second wave of the pandeme i\nqn( Closy,
an erasure of identity, innumerable loss of lives, people gaspgnwnnt‘sk-j
ol oxypen and dead bodies piled all around. The pnndumic h o
depression, anxiety and uncerlaintly about our exislence, |y Sunli ]edl_r.;;
times, humanity is engulfed with a profound senge of “lhi]iqc !r?xrg
history records the number of deaths caused due to disasters, litb?ll Whi,
provide an insight about individual tribulations. Thig Pﬂperisa;:ﬂm
the relevance of Albert Camus’ novel, The Plague to oy et Wy g
Even though it was published in the first half of the twentieth o
the novel feels contemporary because it allows modern readers ty '"';
on the worldwide fear of infectious discases and the ““Pfl?dictnbilint *:
human existence. It will give contemporary readers an insight on
archetypal pattern of contagion and help them to negotiate with th
difficult times. ‘

In a world threatened by anthropocene climale change it will bey
arduous task for humanity to return to a stable healthy life. Avarice, dp
for limitless growth and high consumption lifestyles have dostroy
habitats of wild species and led to the outbreak of zoonotic disus
Historically, human cxistence have been threalened with infectie
diseases like Black Death, the Plague, the Spanish flu, Ebola, chel
epidemics, and so on. In the ancient world discases were interpreled:
divine retributions, With the advent of science, the medical world i
made society cognizant of the presence of invisible germs. Crutt
writers like Boccacio, Defoe and Camus, explore the human dimcm.:
of contagious discases and underline the enormity of suffering nr‘lddﬂ-"
Albert Camus' The Plague published in 1947 is set in the Algeri o

t qu

* Assistant Professor in English, Victoria Institution (College)
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auer | Gender, Performativity, and Agency

3 inManju Kapur's A Married Woman
2 and Abha Daweswar’s Babyji

Dr. Madhumita Basu
Assistant Protessor in English, Victoria Institution (Collepe)
Kolkata, West Benpal

Abstract

Ihis paper atms o explore the catepories of sexuality and gender
hough an-analysis of Manju Kapur's A Married Woman and Abha
Daweswar's Babyji against the background of Butler's concept of
pertormativity, In patriarchal families women are oxpected to play
the male of chaste daughters, dutiful wives and sacrificial mothers.
Mheir lives are clrcumscribed by the pressures of domesticity. They
are typically excluded from the pnlilicnl and intellectual life, Manju
Kaput's novel destabilizes the sox/pender relations and elucidates
the rigidity of soctely which denfes women selfhood. The central
character, Astha is an educated waman who is completely opp ressed
by her traditional pmrim‘clml amily. She is exhausted with {hv
monatonous domestic chores, Astha's acquaintance with Pippelika
rivedi a radical woman and widow of the political activist A1)jas
Khan changes hee 1, Shoe develops a SUrong emotional bond with
\‘i\\}w\ika\ liia\l oventually leads toa physiml intimacy. Astha r~'1.:l)\.'n:r1:j~'
the narmative 1“\h)‘\)§pj\u;\l rolos impnsml on h:.'r by :gn‘_wly and
ebFAces a Rvmlm“ﬂﬂllit‘ identity. Abha Dawwesars l‘;.\hyli is 1 lvghi
avploration ol modern leshian desire and sexual agency. IF is a ‘t. ll',l't\lni-’_i
Ol-age story of the pmmp,nni:al_. Anamika, wh‘n l-;:-.\h.«im h]l:;i ‘th.m"
c\\\‘;\kvninq Qarough het wlnltqnshtp wil.l.\ thre v. uumum u NOVe
w0 looks he inlmm‘cllm\s of caste, class, and 5.1I11L":.-t‘\ dt"hlr\‘-l Bﬂlh
s\\:-o.\n‘\ RS “1“ v the tenston botwoen desire and socially sanctioned
ll\l:\‘::‘l“;‘:;;\\\“ :1‘\:1 Jeconstiuet the binares created by the phallocentric

disconrse,
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Exclusion and Resistance: A Study of Migration
and Identity

Dr. Madhumita Basu
Assistant Professor in English, Victoria Institution (College),
Kolkata

In The Location of Culture, Homi Bhabha contends that identity, is
always subject to and constructed through a negotiation of difference
in what he calls liminal spaces, or the spaces in-between, so that
only a semblance of verisimilitude can be achieved at any point in
time. According to Bhabha, a”third space”(14) emerges when two
cultures encounter and translate each other, setting in motion the
process of transformation in the subject, a kind of consciousness
which is an interface between the cultures. Also known as hybridity,
this interface allows us to view culture not as a transparent and
static category but rather a dynamic and open-ended package that
is always evolving and subject to change. At the core of Bhabha's
argument is the fact that identity is a product of enunciation, that
it is formed contingently and indeterminately at the border line
between cultures. The analytical approach of this paper stems from
the anthropological studies of Geertz.

For Bhabha, as well as theorists who draw upon his work to read
literary texts, the concept of hybridity is important because it
challenges the notion of an essentialized or sovereign subject and,
therefore, the foundational categories upon which various discourses
of racism and ethno-nationalism are founded. To the, symbolic
' ke Geertz, what counts is not so mduch culture
as ‘system’, but c‘ulture as ’contexlf ; v.»vhe:*lr_ﬁ1 2111'13 I.';ltcits :; bigir:::, aflx"'g
potentially meaningful but also always inher y O e
Geertz, culture isnota cause to which happenings or ac y

anthropologists li
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Disquieting Predicament: A
Study of Climate Change

Dr. Madhumita Basu

Assistant Professor in Ehglish, Victoria Institution (College),
- Kolkata

Climate change is a systemic crisis that will gradually transform
the geopolitical landscape. Climate hazards would adversely
affect the world’s fastest growing populations and economies
and geopolitical rivalries, will be profound. Climate change will
accelerate the loss of biodiversity leading to more extinctions of
plants and animals that can no longer survive in their traditional
habitats and risking ecosystems that global populations rely on for
food and medicine. Climate change could result in new forms of
dependencies, domination and militarised ‘climate security’ which
could affect billions of people. Contemporary literary imagination
primarily explores existential crisis of bourgeois modernity. The
crisis of climate change which threatens both nature and human,
has hardly been addressed in these fictional texts. In this article I
intend to explore how Amitav Ghosh’s non fictional text, The Great
Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable addresses the
intersection of climate crisis with science, pedagogy, sociology,
philosophy, history, politics, and economics. Both texts examine
the limitations of human thoughts in the context of environmental
catastrophe.

Amitav Ghosh is a highly acclaimed Indian writer in English,
whose literary fiction is deeply grounded in historical and
geographical research. Born in Kolkata, Ghosh grew up in
India, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. He is the author of more than
a dozen books, including the award-winning novels The Circle
of Reason, The Calcutta Chromosome, The Hungry Tide, Sea of
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CHAPTER 17

eofeminism: Sharing Experience Around the Globe
e

—Simanti Bandyopadhyay*

[Beofomininm is n torm that links feminism with ocology. Its advocates believe
that there is o ertical connection between the domination of n'atture and the
oxploitation of women, The philosophy of ocofeminism emphasizes that }f"’th
nature and women nre treated in an oppressive manner by patl‘iar‘Ch‘ﬂl SSCI_EW'
Since women have beon “naturalised” and nature has been “femlmset.i it 1
difficult to know where the oppression of one ends and the other begms'-{"lz
ecofominiata therelore agree that women's and nature’s liberation are aJ(?u;]
projoct, Thore ean be no liboration for women and no solution to the ecol?g]c g
aims within n sociely whose fundamental model of relationships Conﬂnui
to he one of domination. So the demands of women's movement and tho]::o
ocologicn]l movement must be united. This paper has discussed thﬁ‘ Woren
various ecoleminist thinkoers attempting to link feminist and environm
idoas, Moreover, evidences from different parts of the world havf;s 1y
brosented showing how nature’s liberation from exploitation can succe

be done by women, |
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post-Behaviouralism: An Overview

Arpita Mukherji

Post-behaviouralism, also known as neo-behaviouralism, was a
reaction against the dominance of behaviouralist methods in the
study of politics. David Easton, a key figure in post-behaviouralist
thinking, was also one of the leading advocates of the original
“pehavioral revolution.” The major aspects of post-behavioural
challenge to behaviouralism included, first, the latter’s bias towards
observable and measurable phenomena, implying too much
emphasis on easily studied trivial issues at the expense of more
important topics; second, despite the alleged value-neutrality of
behaviouralist research it was biased towards the status quo and
social preservation rather than social change; third, academic
research could not be value-neutral and hence, values should not
be neglected; and finally, research should be more relevant to
society and intellectuals should have a positive role to play in
society.

Post-behaviouralism as a new trend in Political Science
research is to be situated in its proper historical context. The efforts
to understand an ever-changing phenomenal world is accomplished
by analytic tools provided by empirical theory. The broad
theoretical orientations not only guide the researcher but also seek
to bring order, cconomy and stability to the understanding of the
issue under consideration. The purpose is “to obtain greater
theoretical sclf-awareness and tighter logical coherence™ (Easton

109
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ooooooooooooooooooooooooo

pr. Chhotelal Chouhan

Covid-19 pandemic situation and subsequent lockdown in India put
a tremendous impact on Indian economy as well as on Indian
corporate sectors. Most of the industrial sectors like automobile,
tourism, e-commerce, food and restaurant, real-estate facing huge
problems due to several lockdowns in the country. Due to covid
problems near about twelve crores people lost their jobs. Most of the
Indian Corporate Sectors have been postponed their expansion
programme as well as fund raising programme for a period of six to
twelve months. Indian businesses are facing a big challenge under
this covid scenario. Now in this situation government announced
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’ to protect MSMEs and other
industrial units with the overall package of twenty lakh crores. Now
this paper highlighted several issues and aspects of Indian corporate
sectors post covid scenario and focused on the challenges behind
implementation of the ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’ to protect
MSME’s in India.

Keywords- Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME). GDP,
Smay and Medium Scale Enterprises (SME).
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Caste System: A Malediction to Democracy
S Joyeeta Das*
L INTRODUCTION

 Caste system is a bane to democracy. While India has adopted

democratic principles of equality, freedom, and justice and

- €mphasize

3bOVG the

- 5ale of conte

- 152 clgge relationshi
Politica] partie

S on equal opportunities for all categories irrespective of

B heirsocial status, caste is the longest surviving social institution in

- Mdia which is based on a system of graded inequality where the
._Status and

L " 15 bomn. The system is hierarchical in order with one standing

Position of a person is determined by the caste into which

other. It is an ascending scale of hatred and descending

mpt. Therefore it is a malediction to democracy. There
P between caste and politics in India. How the
s are formed along caste lines and how they appeal

: m:ias e- ased sentiments of people to strengthen their vote banks is
' Y ighlighted in the paper. Democracy is based on principles

- Otequality 1y o

. Politicy)

nnot be just confined to electoral exercise and a mere

alliance of communities to capture political power cannot

i de'mg;n Y Objective of a democratic exercise. Caste system obstructs
E a H

Assisty
Ko

€Y In India.

n
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Insurgency and Counter-Insurgency:
A Brief History of Naxalism in India

Joyeeta Das*

w

Abstract:

Despite being one of the largest democracies in the world, the Indian
government fails to hold the support and faith of people, the outcome of

which is the Maoist insurgency. In fact it is the single biggest internal security |
challenge the country has ever faced. The paper outlines the tl'::ljta'(.‘ﬂ_ﬁ'}'':’f |
Maoist insurgency in different states right from the time of its incepthfL:jt |
also throws light on the various counter insurgency measures aﬂL |
development schemes adopted by the government to smash the movemert

it
Today the movement no longer possesses the same amount of strength!
used to in the 1970s and 80s.

India is one of the fastest growing democracies in the world and it1s il: ¢
widespread popular support it is possible to maintain democratic ortan
povernance. But sometimes the legal system fails to hold the S_UPPO ds
faith of people and the popular government becomes a puppet 11 thegf the
of the bourgeoisie, The Naxalite movement is an outcom®
dissatisfaction of marginalized section of society on govemml.gnt' ]-t
the biggest threats to India’s internal security. The term Naxalism it |
from the name of a village in West Bengal ‘Naxalbari'. Initially (:;lrba o |
as a rebellion against local landlords for bashing a peasant meﬂ |
dispute, it gave birth to what would be called the Naxalite n“’wﬂnn Ganth’
Charu Majumdar and hig close associates, Kanu Sanyal and c

)
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Chapter
il Covid 19 and Its Impact on Gender

24 Issues

Joyeeta Das*

——

Abstract

Across the globe, women are more likely to be employed in the informal sector

and hold less secure jobs. The pandemic is deepening pre-existing inequalities
and women are more vulnerable to COVID-19 related socio-economic
effects because of existing gender inequalities. COVID-19 measures and the
subsequent lockdown associated with it diminishes their access to paid work,
women face an increase in their unpaid labour. One of the consequences of
COVID-19 has been an increment in the non-remunerated care work for
women and girls within their homes. As they are more engaged in unpaid
care work, their vulnerability towards sexual violence increases. Restricted
movement and close contact with the abusive partners for long period of
time exacerbate intimate partner violence. Simultaneously limited access
to healthcare centres and social services leads to sharp rise in maternal and
neonatal mortality. Today, there is more acceptance than ever before that
women bring different experiences as they take a central role in the fight
against the COVID-19 crisis, as health care frontline workers, caregivers,
innovators, community organisers given their exemplary and leadership role
in combating the pandemic. The crisis has highlighted both the centrality of
their contributions and the disproportionate burdens that women and girls

carry.
Keyw_ords: Gender Inequalities, Violence, Frontline Workers, Care Work
Unpaid Labour, Mortality.

The impacts of crises are never gender-neutral, and COVID-19
no exception. The violence against women tends to increas
S i including epidemics. Mental Stress, increased econom’
lnsta_bility, financial insecurity and limited access to health and Soclfl.
services can exacerbate the risk of women suffering violence. In cast
of COVID-19, isolation, restricted movement and home qu‘"‘mtme

measures to prevent the spread of the virus have adversely 2
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[nsurgency in North-East: A Massive Thre,;
’ to India’s Internal Security

Joyeeta Dy

——

North-East India has witnessed the worst form .of violence than any
other part of the country. The growth of several insurgent BTOUPs has
created uncertainty, instability and terr.or in the region resu_ltmg in
heavy loss of life. And these further contrlbuted. tolarge sc-ale migration
and displacements. Frequent ethnic clashes in the region is due o
various issues like regional and racial discrimination, discrimination
in the availability of resources and opportunity of development
which leads to unstable development and regional imbalance. Thus,

protest rallies, demonstrations, public curfews under the instigation
and assistance of insurgents were a regular affair.

The states of Northeast India which have continuously challenged
India’s internal security are-the contiguous seven Sister Stafes

(Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram
Nagaland, and Tripura)

Since the region is highly diverse and strategically sensitive, ¢
reasons for the ethnic conflicts and insurgencies are different I
ome seek secession from the Indian Unio®

 8€ tes and yet others greater autonomy withi?
the existing sta'te.. The Nagas under the leadg;rship of Z.A. Phizo ha.d
challenged their integration into the Indian Union even before _]"dm
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A comprehensive review on bryophyte as biomonitor ihd
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Abstract

Brvophytes in comparison to vascular plant, simple in construction
lack of a well-developed vascular system, they generally absort;
both nutrients and pollutants directly from the atmosphere,
Bryvophytes are the most simple and cheapest indicator for
monitoring pollutants in the atmosphere. Among the different
groups mn bryophytes, epiphytic mosses are used as indicator species
more frequently. Toxicosensitive species show inhibition in growth
upon exposure to pollutants whereas toxicotolerant species are
resistant. some of them are even act as hyperaccumulator. Most
popular use of bryophytes as biomonitors are in detecting heavy
metals, radionuclides and toxic organic compounds. Method of
biomonitoring include either in situ survey or transplantation
through moss bag or bryo-meter.

Keywords: Biomonitor, bioindicator, heavy metal, epiphytic moss.
radionuclides, bryo-meter. '

Introduction

Bryophytes are green, photosynthetic, non-vascular land plants
are simple both morphologically and anatomically. The plant b ¢
is represented by the gametophytic generation as beoalm_,
conspicuous, independent and with greater life span (Z°?h :
2003a). The germination of spore in bryophyte as well as 11S &
is very sensitive to all kinds of natural and human infl
Therefore, in many cases the resistance of the protonema !
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act of COVID -19 on !
In113Ag1ricultu1re with Special
Reference to Farmers’ Income

Simanti Bandyopadhyay & Debasis Mithiya

ABSTRACT

COVID-19 pandemic has created havoc throughout the world. IT:e
economic shock of the pandemic has affected India even more .S'evere./y as ;:he
economy was already going slow since the pre-COVID -19 per.m'c//. 5 e
lockdown consequent upon the pandemic hit the informal workers inchu 'i‘nf;
the agricultural labourers, migrant workers most. The paper has d:.a'(:u.sste
the effect of COVID-19 on agricultural activities in the coumry pz{f.ftf;g
emphasis on the supply chains of agriculture. It also attempts to dxs{‘:us.; fhe
effect of COVID-19 on Jarmers' income in terms of cost of cultivation The
study observed that the cost of cultivation in West Bengal has increased by

; ; 4 io vice cdurin
21.05 ~41.46 percent against the previous year due to input price rise auring
the pandemic situation, The cos

production for all crops, The
agricultural commodities hay
have increased with declin
loss during the ongoing

e of all
study also noticed that the oulput prices ”j_ 3
e decreased except ginger. Since the inpul pric

: . : incurred
"Mg oulput price, the Indian farmers have incu
pandemic situation,

Keywords: Agriculiyry Labour, COVID- 19, Farmers’ Income, Supp
Chain, Migrant Workey

Introduction

The ongoing health crisis due to COVID-
living throughout the world. The pandemic h
activities globally. It has also affecteq th

—
19 has affected human lives :;c
as stopped the normal econo -
e economic growth of differ
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